




1962 No. 2643 
ATOMTC ENERGY AND RADIOACTIVE SUBSTANCES 
The Radioactive Substances (Testing Instruments) 
Exemption Order 1962 
Made · 
Laid be/ore Parliamelll 
Coming if/to Operation 
4th December 1962 
7th December 1962 
1st December 1963 
The Minister of Housing and Local Govemment. in exercise of his powers 
under sections 2 (6) and (7), 4 (2) and (3), 6 (5) and 7 (4) 01 the Radioactive 
Substances Act 1960(a) and of all other powers enabling him in that 
·behalf. hereby orders as follows:-
Citation and commencement 
1. This order may be cited as the Radioactive Substances (Testing lnstru· 
ments) Exemption Order 1962. and shall come into operation on 1st 
December 1963. 
Interpretation 
2.-{l) In this order-
" the Act" means the Radioactive Substances Act 1960 ; 
.. class 1 source" means a closed source containing. in the aggregate. 
nol more tban five mjcrocuries of all the radionuclides present, including 
radionuclides which are decay products of other radionuclides present � 
" class 2 source" means a closed souroe containing. in the aggregate. 
more than five microcuries of aB the radionuclides present, including radio· 
nuclides which are decay products of other radjonuclides present � 
.. closed source" means a homogeneous source. a laminated source or 
a sealed source; 
"decay products" means. in relation to any radio nuclide. the radio· 
nuclides succeeding it in the radioactive series in which it and they occur: 
"exhibition" means a display held for the purposes of any trade, 
business or profession. and includes any demonstration of the use or uses 
to which material included in such a display may be put; 
.. homogeneous source" means an article free from patent defect 
which-
(a) is made wholly from a substance which-
(i) is solid. coherent. homogeneous and tough: and 
<al 8 & 9 Etiz. 2. c. 34. 
[RL.G. 9755] 
• 
(ii) is radioacthe material or a mixture of radioactive material and material which is nOl radioacli\'c matenal. being a 5ub:,ran e in whkh the radionudid� pre..,em. Including radioDUclides \\h.ich are decay product!,; of other radionuchd� present, do Dot eroll alpha particles and Ifl whkh the number of microcurie.s of all tbe radionuclide� present. mcJudmg radionuclides which are decay produ b of other radionu..:hde� present. d� nOI exceed. in the aggregate. ten; or 
(b) i� made parUy from, or incorporates, such a substance aDd i radioaCli\e material solely because of the presence of tbat sub­stance; 
•. lammated source" means an article free from patent defect con. si�ling of a layer of coherent radioaCli\e muteriaJ sandwiched between and �ecurely bonded to layers of coherent. merl and tough malerial which IS nOl radioactive material; 
.. the Minister" means the Mmister of Housing and Local Govern­ment; 
•. poJiLe force" means any pOlice force maintained for any police area mentioned in Schedule 3 to the Police Pension� Act 192J(a). or main­tained b) virtue of any scheme made under the Police Act 1946{b), .. rduse disposal authority" means a local authority ""uhio the mean-109 or the Public Health Act 1936(c) or a sanllary authority within tbe me"n,"£ or the Public Health (London) Act 1936(d) actIng in pursuance of .sl • .ilutory po\\ers or duties relating to the removal and disposal of refuse; 
.. sealed source" means radioactive material sealed In a container (otherv.ise than solely for the purpose of storage, transport or dISposal) or bonded wholly wlthm material, the immediate conlainer or lhe 'bODd­ing being of adequate mechanical strength and free from patent defect and not being radioactive material, and includes the immediate contamu or the bonding; 
.. le ting instrument" mearu any apparatus. equipmenl or <.Ipphance de!tigned for tC3llng, measunng or othcrwl� imc\tigaung any of the cbara.clcri3tics of substances or anicl� : 
and any reference to an ex.empted SOUrce JS a reference to a SOurce faIling within ATlkle 5 (b) of this order or a SOurce d�sc:rjbcd tn. and tncorporated in a leSoting jmtrumcnt falling \\-ithin. Article 5 (Il). being either a 50urce so kept or u�d. or a urce incorporated In a lestlO� in trumcnt 50 L.epl or u�. as to be within the e:tempt on from reg1 tralJon granted by AT1Jde 3. or a source "bicb i . or is incorpora!t!d in. mobile radloacll\c apparatus," re"'peel oC wbich exemption from registrauon I granted b} AJ1'lcic 9 Cl) 
(2) For the purposes of sub·paragr"ph rbl (ll) of Anlclc 1I (21 of tJu. order, all prcmt e in tbe same OCCupation and lying wJlhin the lame curtilage shall together be treated a the premi-.e in re peel 01 which the condition in that ub-paragraph applies. 
(3) The Interpretation Act 1889(0) ..t.ppJics to the ID crprewtlon of Lbu order as It applie$ 10 the intcrprc�atlon of an Act of Parliament. 
t.) It&:. J2 GC('!. 5. c. 31. IbJ 9 &:. JfI (joo " c. 44'i. Cc) 16 Geo. 5 &:. 1 ldw. �- c. 49. (ell lA. Gc.>. , &:. I Fd .... . c. 50. (t) 52.53 VICl. c 63. 
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Exemptioll from registratioll ""der section I 0/ Ihe Act 
3. Subject to the provisions of Articles 6. 7 and 8 of this order. any person 
who. on any premises to which this Article applies which are used for the 
purposes of any undertaking carried on by him. keeps or uses or causes or 
permits to be kept or used any radioaotive material to which this Article 
applies is hereby granted exemption from registration under section I of 
the Act (which provides for the registration of persons w'ho keep or use 
radioactive material) in respect of those premises and the keeping and use 
thereon of that radioactive material. 
Classes 0/ premises 10 which exemption relates 
4. The last preceding Article does not apply to premIses used for or in 
connection with the manufacture of radioactive material falling within 
Article 5 of this order or for the storage of such material by the manufacturer. 
but. save as aforesaid. applies to premises of any class. 
Descriptions 0/ radioaclh'e material fa which exemption re/ales 
S. Article 3 of tbis order applies to radioactive material falling within 
either of the following descriptions, that is to say.-
(a) a testing instrument which is radioactive material solely because it 
incorporates-
(i) a laminated source or a sealed source containing. in tbe aggre­
gate, not more than onc hundred microcuries of all the radionuclides 
present. including radionuclides which are decay products of other 
radionucLides present; or 
(ii) a homogeneous source: or 
Ciii) sources each of which is a homogeneous source. a laminated 
source or a sealed source (whether or not they aIe all sources of 
one of those descriptions) and all of which. taken together, contain 
not more than one hundred microcuries, in the aggregate. of all the 
radionuclides present. including radionuclides which are decay 
products of other radionuclides present: 
(b) a source whioh is not incorporated in a testing instrument but is 
supplied for use With. or for testing or calibrating, such an instrument. 
being-
(i) a laminated source or a sealed source containing. in the aggre­
gate. not more than one hundred microcuries of all the radionuclides 
present. including radionuclides which are decay products of other 
radionuclides present; or 
(ii) a homogeneous source. 
Limitation 0/ exemption under section I 
6. The exemption granted by Article 3 of th.is order is not granted in 
respect of the keeping and use of the material as an exhibit at an exhibition. 
Exemption. under sectioll I wirholll condition 
7. The exemption granted by Article 3 of this order in respect of the 
keeping and use of-
(0) a testing instrument incorporating a class 1 source or sources only; 
and 
(b) • class 1 source, 
is grantod without any condition. 
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Exemption under section I subjeC1to conditions 8. The exemption granted by Article 3 of this order 10 respect of the keeping and use of-
(a) a testing instrument incorporating a class 2 SOurce or sources; and (b) a class 2 source, 
is granted subject [0 the conditions specified in Article 10 of this order. 
Exemption from registrar ion under section 3 of the Act 9.-(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (2), (3) and (4) of dus Article, any person is hereby granted exemption from registration under section 3 of the Act (which provides for the registration of mobile radioactive apparatus) in respect of mobile radioactive apparatus consisting of a testing instrument falling within Article 5 (a) of this order or a SOurce falling within Article 5 (b). 
(2) Tbe exemption granted by the preceding paragraph IS nOl granted in respect of apparatus kept or used 31) an exhibit at an exhibition . 
(3) The exemption granted by paragraph (I) of thIS Article ID respect of (a) apparatus incorporating a class J source or SOurCes only: and (b) a class I source, 
is granted without any condition. 
(4) The exemption granted by paragraph (I) of this Article in respect of­(a) apparatus incorporating a c1ass 2 source or sources , and (b) a class 2 source, 
is granted subject to the conditions speCified ID An.icJe 10 of this order 
Conditions of exemption 
10. The conditions to \\hich Ankle 8 of thIS order and paragraph (4) of the last preCeding Article refer are-
(a) that no material (whether radioactive or not) forming part of an exempted class 2 source is removed t herefrom : 
(b) that no exempted class 2 source is mutilated: 
(c) Ihat, whenever there are reason able grounds for believing or suspect. ing that an exempted class 2 sourCe has been I05t or stoJen,-(i) notification to that effect is given forthwjth, by the quickest means avaiJable, to a member of a police force. and in writ m g to the Minister as soon as practicable. and 
(iil all reasonably practicable measure.!! 3re taken forthwith for the purpose of recovering tbat c;ource. and 
(d) that. whenever there are r easonable ground (or behevlDg or suspecung-
(i) that the immediate container or the bonding forming part of ao exempted class 2 ouree which I� a �aJed "ource is brokeo or damaged or 
(ii) that any malerial I""helher rddioactive or not) forming part of an exempted cJa.s§ 2 source has been removed there.from • or 
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(iii) that any radioactive material has become detached or has 
escaped from an exempted class 2 source because of some defect 
therein, 
notification to that effect is given forthwith, by the Quickest means 
available. to the Minister, and. unless the notification so given to him 
is in writing . confirmed to him in writing as soon as practicable. 
Exclusion of cerlain descriptions of radioactive waste from sections 6 and 7 of 
the Act 
ll.-{I) Radioactive waste falling within any of the following descrip­
tions , that is to say,-
(a) wnste whioh. immediately before it beoame was.te, 
consisted of 
exempted class 1 sources : 
(b) parts of exempted class 1 sources ; 
(c) substances or articles which are radioactive waste solely because they 
have been contaminated in the course of the keeping or use of ex­
empted class I sources. or by contact with or proximity to other waste 
falling within either of the preceding sub-paragraphs or this sub­
paragraph. 
is hereby excluded from the provisions of section 6 (I) and (2) of the Act 
(which relates to the djsposai of radioactive waste). subject to the conditions 
specified in paragraph (2) of this Article. 
(2) The conditions to which the prececting paragraph refers are----
(a) that the waste is disposed of by one of the following means. that is 
to say,-
(i) sending it to. or causing or permitLing its removal by. a manu­
facturer of sources falling within Article 5 (b) of this order. test· 
ing instruments falling within Article 5 (a) or apparatus falling 
within Article 9 (I)  ; 
(H) causing or permjtting its removal as refuse by a refuse disposal 
authority or their contractors; and 
(b) that. where it is disposed of as refuse by the means referred to in sub­
paragraph (a) (ii) of this paragraph.-
(i) the waste is dispersed in other refuse which is not radioactive 
waste; and 
(ii) in anyone week. not more than ten class I sources (whether 
whole or in parts and whether or not absorbed in. mixed with or 
adher,ing to other articles or substances) are disposed of as refuse 
by that means from the premises. 
(3) Where it is waste which has been received as rofuse by a refuse 
disposal authority or their contractors, radioactive waste faILing within para­
graph (I)  of this Article is hereby excluded-
(a) from the provisions of section 6 (3) of the Act. subjeot to the condition 
that it is dispersed in other refuse; and 
(b) from the provisions of section 7 (I) of the Act (which relates to the 
accumulation of radioactive waste). subject to the conditions that-
(i) it is dispersed in otller refuse; and 
S 
(H) the refuse in which it is dispersed is di"{>Osed of a� soon as 
practicable. 
(4) Where it is being ac umulaled wah a \ iew to I� \ubsequent dispo�31 
by the means referred to in paragraph (2) (a) (i) of thl.> Article. raclioacti\e 
waste (ailing within paragraph (I) of this Anick is hereb} c,e1uded fTom the 
provisions of section 7 (I) of the Act. �ubject to the condilion that it is 
dispc:hed of as soon as practicable 
(5) Where it is being accumulated with a Vle,,- to Its liubsequent disposal 
by tbe means referred to in paragraph (2) (a) (ii) of this Arucle. radioactive 
waste falling within paragraph (I) of this Anlcle i ... herehy excluded from 
the provisions of section 7 (1) of the Act. subject to the conditions that 
(a) it is dispersed in otber refuse which is not rndioactl\e waste; and 
(b) the refuse in which it is dispersed is disposed of as soon as practicable. 
Exclusion of further descriptions of radioaClil'e waste fmm sections 6 and 7 of 
the Act 
l2. Radioacthe waste falling within either of the following description(j. 
Ihat is to  say.-
(a) waste which, immediately before it became waste. consisted of ex. 
empted class 2 source ; 
Cb) parts of exempted class 2 sources, 
is hereby excluded-
(i) from the provisions of section 6 (I) and (2) of the Act. subject to 
the condition that it is disposed of by sending it to. or causing or 
permitling its removal by. a manufacturer of sources Calling within 
Article 5 (b) of this order, testing instruments faUing within Article 
5 (a) or apparatus falling witlun Article 9 (I). and 
(H) from the provisions of section 7 (J) of the Act, subject to the condition 
Ihat il is disposed of as soon as practicabJe. 
Given under the official seal of the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government on 4th Deoember 1962. 
(L.s.) Kd,h Joseph 
Minister of Housing and Local Government. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 
(This Note is IWI pari of the Order, but is intended to indicate 
its general purpon.) 
This Order exempts persons (in some cases conditionally) f.rom regis� 
[ration under section I of the Radioactive Substances Act J 960 in respect 
of the keeping and use (except for exhibition purposes and except on manu­
facturers' premises) of .. radioactive material" within the meaning of 
section 18 (L) of that Act consisting of-
(0) specified instruments (of the kind used for testing tbe obaracteristics 
of material) incorporating sealed and other closed sources possessing 
limited radioactivity; and 
(b) sources of that kind kept separate1y from Ibut for use with. or used 
with. such testing instruments. 
It also exempts persons (in some cases conditionally) from registration 
under section 3 of that Act in respect of .. mobile radioacuive apparatus" 
within the meaning of section 18 (5) of that Act comprising or incorporating 
sealed and other closed sources possessing limited radioactivity. 
Articles II and 12 of the Order provide for the exclusion (in some cases 
conditionally) from sections 6 (I), (2) and (3) and 7 (I) of that Act (which 
prohibit the disposal and accumulation of radioactive waste without autho­
risation) of certain descri�tions of ,. radioactive waste" within the meaning 
of section 18 (4) of that Act arising directly or indirectly from the keeping 
or use of closed sources exempted by the Order. 
(lIM/MI66) ("00) K20 12/62 St.S. 
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